V09726 Hague clock

1670-1675

h 36.5, w 26, d 13

Signed on cartouche 'P. Visbagh Haghe.'

On back plate 'Pieter Visbagh fecit Hagae'

By Pieter Visbagh, the Hague
Pieter Visbagh's earliest clocks resembled very closely those of his former teacher Salomon Coster. This was probably due to the fact that Visbagh took over Coster's shop after his death. In later years Visbagh developed his own style and for 25 years produced a great many clocks, many examples of which still can be found today. This clock mounted with feet, but capable of hanging on rings as well, was probably made  in Visbagh's early period. Another peculiar aspect is the single hand for the hours. While minutes (and even seconds) could be measured accurately with a pendulum clock, some clockmakers still used one hand as before.

The wooden case is veneered with tortoiseshell and ebony. The inside of the back has marquetry. The brass dial plate is covered with brown velvet, the back with black silk and it turns on hinges. The silvered brass dial ring has indication for hours (I-XII, also indicating quarters of hours) and has only one hand. Placed in the centre is a small silvered brass alarm disc (1-12). The cartouche is now tightened and the hole behind it is sealed from the inside with a small brass plate. 

The spring-driven movement has going and striking trains with four wheels driven by a single barrel. Duration is two days. Striking is regulated by a count wheel on the back plate and occurs every hour. The brass pendulum with brass bob controls a verge escapement with a brass crown wheel. The pendulum is suspended on a thread between two would-be cycloidal cheeks. A separate alarm work in the upper right corner triggers the same bell as the striking at the top of the case. 
Visbagh, Pieter (Visbach)

Pieter Visbagh (c. 1634-1722) was born in The Hague. In 1646 Visbagh started a six-year apprenticeship with Salomon Coster. After that he moved to Middelburg and set up a clockmaker's shop there. In 1660, a year after Coster's death, Visbagh took over the shop from Coster's widow. He thereby also continued the contract of Costers apprentice Christiaan Reijnaert. Visbagh first rented Coster's house at the corner of the Wagenstraat and Veerkade and bought it 11 years later. For the next 25 years Visbagh was one of the most important clockmakers of the Netherlands. In 1688 Visbagh became the first master of the Clockmakers' Guild in The Hague. Visbagh probably retired well before 1722.

Hans Hooijmaijers, July 2005
